The Terminator
Course Guide 2010

The Terminator is a 12 mile multi-terrain race that starts
and finishes in the village of Pewsey, Wiltshire.

The course is mainly off-road to the east and south of the
village, and takes in the Kennet and Avon canal, and the
hills to the south of Milton Lilbourne and Pewsey. It
finishes with a climb to the Pewsey white horse, before
heading back to the village for the last mile and a half.

Starting from the playing fields at Pewsey Vale School,
the race takes a sharp left out of the school and almost
immediately takes a right turn down through the new
housing estate built on the site of the old hospital.

It then heads out northwards on the road to
Marlborough for a short distance. A turn to the right
takes the course across open countryside towards the
Kennet and Avon canal, which is reached about a mile
into the race.

Once on the canal, the course follows the towpath to the
picturesque hamlet of New Mills, passing the two mile
point on the way. Turning to the right, it heads through
the hamlet for 400 yards before turning left, just after the
railway bridge is passed under.

Entering a meadow, tape directs the runners towards ‘Wilderbeast leap’. This is one of the
prime viewing spots of the race, where crocodiles await and new relationships are formed.




Once across the stream, and three
miles in to the race, the course follows
the edge of the fields to the north of
Totteridge farm, turning right on to the
lane from Cuckoo’s Knob. After 100
yards, it turns east and then south on
the bridleways to the Bruce’s Arms,
where the Pewsey — Burbage road is
crossed, over four miles in to the race,
at which point the fun is soon to begin.
A slight decline for half a mile or so on

a bridleway gives runners one last easy

section.

The first hill of the race comes with the infamous ‘Gully’, a
narrow tree-lined path lasting 500 yards or so which is stony in
places and can often have a stream of water running down it.

Respite comes when the path becomes less rough and breaks
out into the open. Soon after, the course joins the tarmac

road that comes up from Milton Lilbourne.

As the road flattens, a left turn is taken and the course does a
clockwise circuit of the hilltop that overlooks Easton Royal,
with views towards Easton Clump, the six mile point being

passed.

Leaving the hilltop, the tarmac road is
crossed and a long straight section of
bridleway that gently rises in to the
distance is joined (view looking back,
Easton Clump in distance)



Turning right at the top, a short rise is followed by
what seems to be a descent back towards the
valley, with views towards Martinsell Hill. However,
a sharp right turn takes the course along a terrace,
before a steep descent towards Milton Lilbourne
begins (photo from bottom).

Just as the path joins the field at the bottom, a left
turn takes the course along the base of the hill that
has just been descended for 500 metres or so, at
which point a veer to the left takes the course back
to the top of Fyfield Down, the eight mile point
being passed.

At the top of the hill, a chalk track coming
from the left is joined on its descent towards
the valley floor. As is curves to the left,
Pewsey can be seen in the distance.

For a short distance at the bottom of the
descent, it seems as if the course is heading
towards Pewsey, but it doubles back on itself,
before turning right alongside the wood. At
the end of the wood, a left turn sees the
course go up a slight incline before turning
right on to a gentle slope that takes the
course down to the base of Pewsey Hill.

A steep climb that traverses across the hillside
brings the course on to Pewsey Hill. After a
sharp right turn at the top, runners follow the
path along the hillside as it heads towards
Pewsey. As it curves southwards, the bobsleigh
run brings the course back down to the valley
and the ten 10-mile point is passed.



At the bottom of the descent, the course
bears left and follows the base of the hill for
500 yards.

As the bridleway back to Pewsey is reached,
the Sting in the Tail beckons, as a left turn
takes the course up its final climb to the
Pewsey White Horse.

At the top of the climb, the final mile and a half of the race
can be seen below, as the course descends to follow the
bridleway back towards Pewsey.

Eventually, the edge of the village is reached and the
bridleway becomes a road. The main road from the south
is crossed.

But one final challenge awaits.

As the Pewsey sign is approached, tape leads the runners
off the pavement. A small descent brings runners in to the
River Avon (we wouldn’t want you to go home with muddy
shoes).

The pavement is rejoined and a slight incline takes the road
past the village church. As the main road bears right, the
course continues ahead for a few yards, before a footpath
to the left is taken. Five hundred yards later, a right turn
brings the course in to the school’s playing fields and the
last few hundred yards to the finish line.



